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1 INTRODUCTION

The Radiation Protection Authority of Zimbabwe (RPAZ) is a statutory body with a mandate to
protect people and the environment against the harmful effects of radiation. It was established
in terms of the Radiation Protection Act {Chapter 15:15] (the Act).

RPAZis empowered to authorize the use of all radiation related practices and activities in terms
of Sections 14 and 15 of the Act. In carrying out authorization activities, RPAZadheres to the
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) safety standards and international best practices. No
activity involving radiation should be undertaken without authorization.

2 PURPOSE

The Authorization Policy provides guidance to RPAZin conducting its notification, authorization
and exemption activities in a consistent and systematic manner.

3 SCOPE

This policy shall apply to the following:

a) System of notification;
b) Authorization of practices and activities involving radiation;
c) Accreditation of service providers; and
d) Information management for authorization.
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4 POLICYSTATEMENT

RPAZshall establish and maintain a notification and authorization process that prescribes the
requirements for safety and the procedure to acquire authorization for all facilities and activities
that give rise to radiation risks.

4.1 Notification
Any person or organization intending to carry out any actions that involve the use of radiation
sources as specified in the Act and regulations shall submit a notification in the prescribed form
to RPAZof such an intention.

The system of notification allows for RPAZto determine whether the use of radiation meets the
justification criteria.

4.2 Categorization of radiation sources
RPAZshall assign categories using the IAEAstandards for categorization of radiation sources.

4.3 Registration
RPAZshall use registration as a means of authorization on a risk-informed decision making basis.

4.4 Licensing
RPAZshall use licensing as means of authorization on a risk-informed decision making basis.

4.5 Transportation and Import-Export Authorizations
RPAZshall authorize:

a) transportation and transiting of radiation sources within the territory;
b) import or export of radiation sources.

4.6 Documents submitted by applicants for authorization
In submitting an application the applicant shall make available to RPAZall necessary information
in accordance with the guidance provided by RPAZ.

4.7 Records Keeping
RPAZshall maintain a regulatory authority database and file all documentation pertaining to the
notification and authorization process.
RPAZshall maintain an up to date national register of sources.

4.8 Review and assessment of applications
RPAZshall review and assessapplications to determine whether facilities and activities comply
with regulatory requirements. Review and assessment of a facility or an activity shall be
conducted on a risk informed decision making basis.

4.8.1 Pre-authorization Inspections
RPAZshall conduct pre-authorization inspections on a risk-informed decision making basis.
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4.9 Approval or rejection of an application
The review and assessment will lead to:

1) granting of an authorization, or
2) refusal of such an authorization.

RPAZshall formally record the basis for these decisions.

4.10 Renewal of Authorizations
Licenseesshall renew their licences by the 3rt of December of the preceding year for which the
authorization is being sought.

4.11 Amendment of Authorizations
A licensee shall notify RPAZof any changes to safety related aspects of the practice upon which
RPAZshall amend the .authortzation as appropriate.
RPAZmay take enforcement actions against any licensee which may entail amendment to
authorizations.

4.12 Exemption
RPAZmay issue exemptions based on the applicant meeting regulatory requirements.

4.13 Suspension of Authorization •
An author ization for a practice involving the use of radiation sources may be suspended
following an enforcement action.

4.14 Cancellation of authorization
An authorization for a practice involving the use of radiation sources may be cancelled:

a) as part of an enforcement action, or
b) following decommissioning of a practice.

4.15 Accreditation
RPAZshall accredit any service providers or persons that enable licensees, registrants or
notifying parties to comply with conditions or requirements imposed by or under the Act.
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5 IMPLEMENTATION

RPAZshall implement this policy, ensuring the following are carried out,

a) Development of the procedure and guidance for notification;
b) Development of requirements, procedures and guidance for authorization;
c) Development of review and assessment procedures
d) I"'<!velopment of databases and a filing system.

6 RESPONSIBILITIES

6.1 Chief Executive Officer
The Chief Executive Officer (CEO)shall be responsible for,

a) Development of a strategic plan to implement this policy;
b) Mobilizing resources and support for authorization activities and maintenance of the

register of sources;
c) Providing general guidance on authorization issues;
d) Protecting the interests and image of the Authority in the conduct of authorizations;
e) Reporting to the Board on implementation of this policy.

6.2 Licensing Manager
The Licensing Manager or any other Manager assigned to oversee the Licensing function at any
time shall be responsible for:

a) Developing strategies and action plans to support the implementation of this policy;
b) Developing of guidance documents on licensing issues;
c) Developing a system for review and assessment;
d) Maintaining an up to date national register of sources.
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Safety Principles:

• Justification of facilities and activities

• Optimisation of protection

• Limitation of risks to individuals

• Protection of present and future generations

• Prevention of accidents

• Emergency preparedness and response

• Protective actions to reduce existing or unregulated radiation risks

- Fundamental Safety Principles: Safety Fundamentals,

IAEASafety Standards Series No. SF- 1 (2006)
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